Dr. Handel retired in 2019 from a career in palliative medicine and family medicine, having served most recently as the founding Chief of Palliative Medicine at Denver Health Medical Center and professor at the University of Colorado School of Medicine since 2013.  His prior career at the National Institutes of Health included service as founding Medical Director of NIH’s Hospice and Palliative Medicine training fellowship in Bethesda, Maryland and as senior clinician in palliative medicine at NIH’s hospital.  He is a Fellow of the American Academy of Family Practice and American Society of Clinical Hypnosis, and held prior academic faculty positions at the University of Minnesota and University of Texas Southwestern. Dan is a graduate of Case Western Reserve University School of Medicine and the University of Minnesota’s Family Practice residency, and ls a Diplomat of the American Academy of Pain Management.
Dr. Handel has served as medical director for nonprofit hospices and as founding Medical Director of a multidisciplinary, nonprofit medical institute for pain research and practice. He developed inpatient and outpatient pain and palliative care services within a large acute hospital system, and developed clinical services for a Texas free-standing hospice hospital.  He has served in volunteer leadership positions in the American Cancer Society, the NIH Palliative Care Medical Working Group, Texas Medical Association, and Federation for State Medical Boards, American Academy of Hospice and Palliative Medicine, and American Society of Clinical Hypnosis. Dr. Handel teaches nationally and internationally, has coauthored an eBook on hypnosis in palliative care, and has authored or co-authored more than thirty peer-reviewed journal articles and book chapters on pain, palliative care, and medical hypnosis. 

